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The art of 
misdirection
Ted Talk by Apollo Robbins



Do you think it's possible to control someone's

attention?

Can we predict human behaviour?

Have you ever been cheated or misdirected by

someone?

Speak ing



Let's do some vocabulary!



Read the sentences and try to expla in:
Using misdirection and slight of hand, the magician can get the crowd to
look the other way while he pulls cards from his back pocket. 

Watch out for pickpockets, especially on public transport. They can steal
anything from you.

But I'm not sure there's any accurate way of proving that one way or the
other.

He was a very intelligent and perceptive young detective.

He exploited this computer, that's why it broke down.

The argument is a red herring. It actually has nothing to do
with the issue. The plot of the mystery was full of red
herrings.

I've suddenly realized how bizarre this situation is.



Now, you're going to watch
a video: 



"The art of misdirection"





Let's answer some
questions!



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.






Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?

Things that are in front of them



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?

Things that are in front of them

3. What does Apollo ask audience to do?






Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?

Things that are in front of them

3. What does Apollo ask audience to do?

He asks them to check what icon they have in the
bottom right corner of their phones, to say the time

and what clothes he wears 



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?

Things that are in front of them

3. What does Apollo ask audience to do?

He asks them to check what icon they have in the
bottom right corner of their phones, to say the time

and what clothes he wears 

4. Who is Frank and what does he do?



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?

Things that are in front of them

3. What does Apollo ask audience to do?

He asks them to check what icon they have in the
bottom right corner of their phones, to say the time

and what clothes he wears 

4. Who is Frank and what does he do?

Frank is a security guard in his head 



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years

2. What is the hardest thing for people to see?

Things that are in front of them

3. What does Apollo ask audience to do?

He asks them to check what icon they have in the
bottom right corner of their phones, to say the time

and what clothes he wears 

4. Who is Frank and what does he do?

Frank is a security guard in his head 

5. What does Apollo do to the spectator?

 



Q &A

How does Apollo study human behaviour? How long
has he been doing this?

1.

by pickpocketing, for last 20 years
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Things that are in front of them

3. What does Apollo ask audience to do?

He asks them to check what icon they have in the
bottom right corner of their phones, to say the time
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4. Who is Frank and what does he do?

Frank is a security guard in his head 

5. What does Apollo do to the spectator?

 He shows how easy it is to cheat somebody by
knowing simple tricks



What question does he
present in the end?






"If you could control
somobody's attention, what

would you do with it?"
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